Minimum Wege.

public Dodies in Eagland, ivcluding the
Londoen County Council and the corpornlions
of Birmingham and Glasgow, while two of the
Austrplinn Governments, and several Austen-
lian Corporations have alao brought it inte
operation. In view, therefore, of all that, it
cannot be said that we,in this colony, canaot
define the minimum wage, that we cannot do
what hundreds of others have done.

Tue Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Which
colonies bave adopted it.

Mr. JAMES: Victorin and New South
Wales, and severallocal and wunicipal bodies in
those colonies have alio adopted it, The posi-

tion which I takeup is one which all wilt sup-

port if they consider this guestion quietly and
sympnthetically, If the good people of Mel-
bourne, which was the richest city in Australia,
had heen told a few years ago that they wonld
have in vogue in their midst a system of
sweating, so vile that a Royal Commission had
to be applied to inguire into it and that an
indignation meeting was held in the Town
Hall 5, few nights agoe, would they have be-
lieved it? No, Sir, they would not, but the
evil docs exist there, and we should prevent it
froin even growing up here. [f it yrew up in
Victoria during the period of her brightest
prosperity, and before the present depression,
how can we say thut we are safe, during our
prosperity, and are not subject to the same
influences that acted there ? "What harm can
be done by the Govermment following the

example which has been set by the
Imperiat House of Comumons, by two
of the Auastralinn colomies, and hy seo

many importunt corporativns thronghout the |

: length and breadth of England and Seotland,
and by various corporations in the Aus-
tralian colonies? TIf, by any reasonable
effort, we can prevent wages from falling
below thai level beyond which it is nnsafe
that they should go, it ia not too much to
nsk that we should make that effort, T do
not wish the Government to accept my esti-

v h ini hould he, ' .
mate of what the minimum wage sho e out notive, whether the Government cun do

Ilct the Government fix it themselves, and, T
think, they should, after fixing it, recognise
it as the minimum wage on the Government
work.  There is nothing unreasonable in
that request, neither is it unreasonable to ask
thew to tollow the examples which have been
set them by other conntries. [ am not advo-
eating an increase in the rate of wages, but I
gimply want the Goverument to suy Chat the
wages shall not fall helow a certain level, so
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. fwr us the Goverawent are congerned, in con-

nection with onr Governmnent coniracts. [
hope hon. mewbers will pass the resolution,
and leave the details to be settled by the
Government during the recess.

Mg, STMPSON seconded the resolution.

Mr. WOOD moved that the debate be ad-
journed.

Motion putand passed.

Debate nceordingly adjourned.

ADJOURNMEXT,

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir I. Forrest) moved
that the House, at its rising, ndjourn until
Monday, October 7, at 7.30 o’clock, p.m.

Motion put and passed.

The House adjourned at 11.30 o’clock. p.m.

FLegislatite Assemblp,

Monday, Tth October, 1895,

Roadways for New Fstates— Reported Outrage by
Natives—Goldficlds Hill : third reading—Public
Health Act Fuvther Amendment Bill: third
reading— Efectoral Kill : third veading—Collie
Coalfickds Ratlway Lill: thivd veading— Doniy-
bvol: Bvidgetown Raibway Fil : third reading—
Frplosives Bill : thivd reading— Mines Hegulation
Bill: third reading— Stock Diseases fill : third
reading— Parks and Reserves Bill : Legislatice
Council's  Awerdments— Enyine  Sparks  Firg
Precention $5dl: ir committee—Fstablishment of
HMinbmum TFaye tn Gorerrment Contracts—
Adjournment.

The Seraker took the chair at 7.30 o’clock,
pan.
PrRAYERS.

ROAD: FOR NEW ESTATES.
Mr. TRAYLEN : 1 would like to ask, with

snything, during the recess, towards pro-
viding that when estates are cut up into
small hlocks, there should be ample rondways
left.
No reply.
REPURTED QUTRAGE BY KATIVES,
Mr, CONNOR : By leave, withuut notice, I

desire to ask the Premier whether he hus
received any information of a ot of cattle be-
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ing killed (ry nativesin the Kimberley diatrict ;
and, further, whether it is the intention of the
Govermnment to provide more police protection
to the settlers there ?

Tue PREMIKR (Hon. Sir J. Horrest): In
reply to the hon. member, I am aware that
complaints have been made by the owner of
one station on the Ord River, in regard to the
natives attacking stock, but I have not been
informed whether this informution has come
down by mail, or by telegraph to the coasi,
becanse the information veceived by the
Government does not bear out the staterents
contained in the telegram shown to me by the
hon. member.  U'he ommissioner of Police
informs me that * Sub-Imspector Orme, who
has onty just returned to Wyndham from a
round of visits to nll the cattle stations, re-
ports that the natives nre giving little or no
trouble whatever, and that the few depreda-
tions committed are greatly exaggerated.
Sergeant Wheatley, n'so just returned from
another qunrter of the district, to which he
had been sent to enguire into alleged depre-
dabions, reports that the complaints were with-
out foundation. Sergeant Brophy, at Hall's
Crrek, reports that the natives are very quiet,
and have expressed a desire to be on friendly
relotions with the whites.” I may add that I
will forward the telegram which the hon.
meémber has shown me, and make further
inquiries into the statements contained in it.

Mg. CONNOR: I1take itthat if the Govern-
ment find, on inquiry, there ie any necessity
for Farther police protection in that distriet,
they will send the necessary force.

Tee PREMIER:- Certainly.

GOLDFIELDS BILL.
THIRD READING.

Bill read n third time, and trunswitted to
the Legislative Couneil.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT FURTHER AMEND-
MENT BILL.
THIRD BREADING.
On the motion of M=, V'RAYLEN, the Bill was
read a third time, and transmitted to the
Legislative Couneil.

ELCTORAL BILL,
THIRD READING,

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Legislative Couneil.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Engine Sparks Mill.

COLLIE COALFIELDS RAILWAY BILL.

THIRD READING,
Read a thivd bime, and transmitéed to the
Legislative Council.

DONNYBROOK-BR;II'JGLETOWN RAILWAY
LL.

THIRD EEADING,

Read o third time, and transmitted to the
legislative Council.

EXPLOSIVES BILL.
THIRD READING.

Rend a third time, and transinitted to the
Legiglative Council.

PARKS AND RESERVES BILL.
LEQISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMUNDMENTS,

On the inotion of the PREMIER, the umend-
ments made in Cleuees § nnd 12 (vide Message,
p. 1235 anie) were agreed to, and the resolu-
tion of the Assembly wus communicated by
message to the Legislutive Couneil.

IENGINE SPARKS FIRE PREVENTION BILL.

o the motion of Mr. TravLEN the Bill was
committed pre formd.

I¥N COMMITTEE.

Tue CHAIRMAN (Mr. Traylen) said the
Attornay-General had kindly somewhat re-cast
the Bill since the second reading, and it was
now placed before the committee pro formd
with a view to its adoption in the form us
re-cast and re-printed, after which the ordinary
procedure would be followed.

The Bill passed through committee pro

Jformé, as recast, and was ordered to be reported

to the House,

Ths Honse having résumed, and the Biil
being reported pro formd, the usual form of
committing the Bill was then proceeded with.

Mg. TRAYLEN as anthor of the Bill, moved
thut it be re-committed for consideration.

Motion put and passed, and the Bill re-
counnitted.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1—* Short title ; Commencement *:

Tae A'I'TORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt), referring to the date :or bringing the
Bill into operation (Ist. Nov. 1893), said it
appeared to him advisable fo apply the Bill to
such portions of the colony as might be declar-
cd for that purpose, and not to the colony as a
whole, because the conditions as to burning
off grass and herbage along & enilway in ome
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district at a certain season of the year might | likeiihood of it ; becamse if o fire were

not be necesgary at all, or not in the same
degree, in districts to the Southward. He pro-
posed g an amendment, to strike out the words
*“gome into operation on the lst. day of Nov.
ember, 1895,” and substitute the words “ apply
ouly tosuch parts of the celony as tha Governor
may, by Order in Council, direct.” That
would enable the Government to postpone the
date for the Bill coming into operation, in dis-
tricts where that date would be too early for
the senson. The operation of the Bill in the
Greenough district might he urgent, and an
Orderin Council could be irsned as soon as the
Bill passed, forapplying its provisions to the
Midlan¢ Railway district at once. 'The Bill
would thas come into operation as soon as
passed, but ita provisions would be inoperative
until applied to particulardistricts by Order in
Couneil. There wus also not the same necessity
for burning off grass along a railway in scrubby
country as for hurning it off in districts or
localities where crops were grown.

Mg. LEFROY said if it wus necessary to
lurn off along the Midland Railway, lo check
fires from railwuy engines, it would be just as
necessary to do se along the Greal Southern
line. in theabsence from the House of mem-
bers vepresenting that Sonthern Districts, the
Government might consider his suggestion.

Amendment put and passed, and the Clanse
as amended agreed to.

Clause 2— Interpretation ™ :

Mr. LEAKE asked whether it was considered
necessary to make the Bill applicable to
Government ruilways, the same as to othar
railways.

Tue ATTORNLY-GENERAL (Hon. 8. Burt)
said it wonld be impracticable to apply these
penelties, in the case of Government railways,
ag this House would not be likely to impose
penalties on the Commissioner of Railways for
non-complinnce, The presnmption was that
whatever was necessary to be done on Govern-
ment railways wounld be done, without assum-
ing that the Commissioner would neglect any
nocessary things, or do them only when penal-
tics were threatening him. There was no pre.
cedent, to his knowledge, for imposing penal-
ties in the case of the Commissioner of Govern-
ment Rai' ways.

Mg. LEAKE said he would be sorry to think
that the Commissioner of Railways, or the
Fngineor-in-Chief, or the General Traffic
Manager, was likely to commence his criminal
career under this Bill, but there was every

cansed by sparks® from an engine on
a Government rnilway, the owner of the
damaged property would snesome one in the
Railwuy Department. He did not like the
provisions of the Bill at all, and was sorry the
Government did not see their way to mutilate
the Bill, now that it was before them., He
held that, nnder the interpretation of the word
st gwner,” the Railway Department would be
linhle, and it should he rememhered that
certain sections of the Shortening Ordinance
were incorporated in the Bill,

Tre ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Fon. 8.
Hurt) said he intended to propuse the addition
of other provisions; one addition eeing, that
the Bill shonld not apply to Government rail-
ways.

Clause put and passed.

Cluuse 3 : “ Every engine to be filted with
spark nrresterand steam jet ":

Me. ILLINGWORTH said it would wot be
neceseary for every engine used on a railway
to be fitted with a spark arrester, but only
such engines as run in districts where there
was dnnger from fire,

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) anid that, in his opinion, every engine
should he fitted with & spark arrester; and he
believed that, under the law, if an engine were
run without a sparl arvester, the owner of the
engine would be liable for any damage caused
by fire originating from the engine. There
might not be u perfect spark arrvester, but
there could be an efficient one, and such an
arrester would materinlly prevent sparks from
flying off.

MRr. A, FORREST =aid he understood it was
difficult to keep up ateam when a spark ac-
rester was on the funnsl. “There would be
no practical necessity to use arresters in some
parts of arailway ; for instance, from Southern
Cross tc Coolgardie, or from Mullewa to Cue,
there would be no necessity, becuuse there
were Do crops to set on fire, and it would bo
rather a benefit to five the scrub near the rail-
way. It should not be & hard and fast rule to
require spark arresters. Would the provisions
of this Bill be applied to the Government
Railway butween Somthern Cross and Cool-
gardie?

TBE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: T should say not.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon H. W. Venn) satd he did not seein the
Bill any provision for the payment of an in-
spector ; and as the Bill provided for inspectors,
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to be appointed by the Government, but not

[ASSEMBLY.]

'
[

for payment of them, thed committee could not |

expeoct the inspectors to work for nothing.

Mg, LEFROY eaid thas, reading Clause3d

along with Clause 6 (onusof proof in proceed -
ings to recover lamages), the protection to
owners which the Bill professed to give would
do more harin than good; becsuse an owner
who suffered damage from railway sparks, had
aright of action, under the present law, for
recovering the omount of dumage, wherens,

under this Bill 1 railway compuny bad only to

prove that their engine was fitted with sapark
arrester—not an efficient one, for he be-
lieved therc was no such thing—and that
defence would enable them to evude
liability. Therefore, the protection offered by
this Bill wonld place the owners of erops in u
worse position, because the fitting of n sparck
arrester would not prevent fires. This Bill
was dangervus, and should be carefully con-
gidered.

Tuee ATIORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) said the spark arresters had to be ap-
proved as efficient by a Government inspector.

The CHAIRMAN (speaking as a repre-
sentative, by indulgence of the House) snid no
district was rzore affected by this Bill than
that which he represented (the Greenough),
and that represented by the hou, member for
the Trwin. He had been assured, during two
or three years past, that there was no efficient
apark arrester ; and he had also been assured,
of late, with equul confidence, that efficient
spark arresters were obtainable. However,
that might be, he was now prepared, us author
of the Bill, to withdeaw Clanses 3, §, and 6, so
far as he was concerned. To withdraw Clause
8 would do away with the compulsory fitting
of o spark arrester and a steaui jet; and the
effect would be to allow & triul of the pro-
vigion for burning off along the raitway. Those
concerned could only come to the House
another year, if they found the burning-off
provision was an insufficient protection to the
erops, and could then ask for more protection
in the dircction indicaved by the clauses that
might now be withdrawn.  Clase 6 (onus of
proof ir proceedings to recover damages)
might alsoe be struck out, and o slight altera-
tion be made in Clause 4, Sub-section 4, re-
lating to penalty.

Me. LEFROY moved that Clause 3 (requir.

ing spark arrester and steam jet + betted)
be struck out.
Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon, S.

Engine Sparks Bill,

Burt), referring to remarks made on the onus
of proot for recovering damages, said it wasg
not correct to state this Bill would give no
wore protection than ot present, or would
leave the ownera of crops in a worae position,
becnuae the eficet of the present law was that
if any sort of spark arrester was used, and o
fire resulted which damaged crops, &c., the
owaers of the engine would escape linbility for
the daumage; whereas this Bill reguirved thot
ne efficient spark arrester, to be approved by »
Government Inspector ay veasonably £t for
the purpose, must be nsed on an engine. It
would be only upon proof that this provision
had been complied with, that the owners of an
enginc causing damage could escape linbility
in future; therefore, the hon. member's (Mr.
Lefroy's) interpretation of the law +was not
corrrect. In claims for damage that had pre-
viously come before the courts, ke had found
the difficulty was to pruve what kind of spark
arrester the engine had, at the time when the
fire was cuused ; because the owner of a crop
set on fire could not run ufter the engine to see

" for himself, and direct evidence was not easy

to obtain. Unless some provision was made
such ag the Bill propesed, for requiring the use
of efficient spark arresters, such districts as
the Greenough Flats must inevitably,in the
next month or 8o, be swopt with fires, more or
tess, if engines were allowed to go along
without spark arresters. He  helieved
that in England, no railway engine travel-
led a mile withoub a spark arrester, and
the only way to escape liability there for set-
ting property on fire wus by proving that every
practicable means had been used for prevent-
ing fire from sparks. He supposed it was
absolutely impossible to have an arrester that
would stop every spark, as the draught
through the fire-box must not be impeded more
than was necessary. It was alao very service-
able to havea jet in the ash-pam, and he be-
lieved that idea came from the General
Maunager of the Great Southern Railway (Mr.
J. A, Wright), and many of the engines on
that line were fitted with a jet. He (the
Attorney.General) had been assured there
was no trouble in regard to it. This was not
a Government Bill, and he was only trying to
make it a practical and useful measure.

Tue CHAIRMAN said thal, in relation to
the difficulty of preof for obtaining compen-
sation, and the withdrawing of certain
elauses, he had spoken under the impreasion
that he bon. member for the Moore and him-
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self were iterpreting the law correctly, where-
as it now uppeared they had been mistaken,

THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 5.
Burt) moved, as an amnendment in the first
iine of Clause 3, to imsert, atter the word
“ fitbed,” the words *“ by the owner thereof.”

Put and passed.

Tie ATTORNEY.GENERAL (Hoon. S.
Burt) moved, ns o consequentinl amendment,
to insert the same words in the first line of
Sub-scetion 2, after the word “ fitted.”

Put and passed, snd the clanse as amended
apgreed to.

Clause +—* Owner of line to burn grass, &¢™:

Tae ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon, 8.
Burt) said it would be seen, by this clause,
that the period of the year for barning off was
to be notified in the Government Gazette, but
as notices therein might not be generally seen
by the public, he moved, as an amendment,
that the words “ in the Government Gazefte”
be struck out, and the words “ to be served on
such owner” beinserted in lieu thereof.

Put and passed.

Tug ATTORNEY.GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said mary miles of n rulway would go
through country that was absolutely waste
land, where no crops could be injured by afire,
and it wonld nnt be judicious to put too heavy
a burden on ownere of wilways by requiring
them to burn along the whole length of a rail-
way. It would besufficient to require this, by
Orderin Council, in localities where crops might
be injured by fire.  Therefore he proposed, asg

u further amendment, to add after the word |

“pailwny,” in the fourth line, the words:
* where such line passes through, or by, any
land under erop.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
{(Hon. A. R. Richardson) said that to barn
purticular patches along e railway wounld not
be effective for the purpose of protecting crops,
becunse o fire oceurring in the unburnt por-
tions along o railway would run for miles, and
so reach the places where crops were planted.
The burning, to bhe effectual, should ie all
along the line, or there would be u false sense
of security.

Me. ILLINGWORTH said that to burn
along n ruilway once a year was not found n
hardship in other colunies, and zould hardly
be so bere, because the linesmen had to he
maintained, and might easily manage the
burning off once a year.

Tae PREMIER (Hom. SirJ. Forrest) said
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* vernment could limit the operation of the

that, by the first cluuse as amended, the Go- .

Bill to gertzin definred portions of a railway,
soy between the Fifty-five and Ninety-Mile,
and, therefore, the burning-off need not be
required in places where it was unnecessary.

Me. LEFROY said the Premier’s suggestion
would meet the case; but, in a district under
crop, the bureing-off within such distriet
should be thorough, end not be limited to »
patch here and there,

Trg ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon 8.
Burt) asked leave to withdraw the words of
bhis amendment, and substitute the words
“ on such parts of the line as mentioned in
such notice” He said the notice might
deseribe the mileage within which the burm-
ing-off must be done.

Amendment by leave withdrawn, and the
fresh amendment substituted nnd agreed to.

The ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) moved, as a further amendment, that
Sub.sections 4 and 5 be struck out. He in-
tended to incorporate them in a general clanse,
later on. The sub-sections fixed the penalties,
and he thought it better to provide for them
in o separate clause.

Put and passed, nnd the clause, as amended,
agreed to.

Clauses 5 and 6:

Put and pagsed.

New clansa:

Tee ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) moved the following new clause to take
the place of Sub-sections 4 and 5 of Clause 4,
which bad been struck ont:—* Penslties for
“ offences: 7. (L) The owner of any engine
* which is used under steam without & spark
“ arrester and steam jet approved by an In-
* gpector under this Act, or on which such
“gpark.arrester and steam jet is pot main-
*“ tained in good order and fit for its purpose,
“ ghall be liable io o penalty of oot less than

. % ten, nor more than fifty pounds.

“(2.) Any owner of un engine tailing to
“comply with any of the requirements of
« Section four of this Act shall, in addition to
“ any civil proceedings to which he may be
“ liable, incnr 2 penalty of not less than five
“ nor more than twenty pounds.

*“ (3.} Every person who hinders or ob-
« ptructs an Inspectorin the exercise of any of
* hig powers or dutivs under this Act, shall be
“liable t0 n penalty not exceeding five
“ pounds.

“(4.) Al offences under this Aect shall be
“ summarily pubnishable upon conviction
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' before any two or more Justices of the Teace
“ in Petty Sessions, ™ ’

Tre COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hor. H. W. Venn) snid he wonld like to see
some penalty placed on the owners of adjoin.
ing properties who did not atfend to the order
to profect them, after notice. It wns due to
the negligence of these people that fires were
started.

Tue CHATRMAN said he would like to sce
an addition to the clause, providing for o
penalty against any person who permitted a
fire to get beyond the houndaries of tne
fence.

Me. LEFROY agreed that there should be
a penalty on all those who were guilty of care-
lessness, More anre was requisite, and the
employees of the Railways should be com-
pelled to exercize greater camtion. Af the
present time, he had heard it said that when
the farmers and otheras were engaged beating
out the fires, the men on the railway engines
laughed at them and made fun of them. The
Bill itsolf was generally a dangerouns one.

Clause put and passed.

Naw clange :

Tae ATTORNEY - GENERAL Hon. 8.
Bnrt) moved that the following new clause be
added to the Bill:—

“ Appeal.—8. Any person convicted under
* this Act may appeal, and such appeal shall
“be made to the Court and be subject to the
“ procedure mentioned in Section 139 of * The
* Police Act, 1892."

Clause put and passed.

New clause:

The ATTCRNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) moved that the following new cluuse be
added to the Biil:—

“Act not to apply to Government Pro-
* perty.-=10. Nothing in this Act shall apply
“ to any railway or engine helonging to Her
“ Majeaty’s Colonial Government.”

Clause put and passed.

Preamblo and Title :

Agreed to.

Bill reported, with amendments,

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS AND
MINIMUM WAGE.

Debate resumed on the following motion by

Mr. JamEes:—* That the Government be re-

“guested to consider the advisability of pro-

“viding that, in all Government contracts,

“ the perscns employed should he paid at a

THE

[ASSFMBLY. )

Minimum Wage,

“ apecified minimwin rate of wage by the con-
“ tractor.”

Mg, WOOD): Tn moving the adjournmont
of the debate on Thursday night last, T was
actuated wholly with the desire fo give this
House an opportunity of hearing a full and
fair discussion on one of the most important
features of the grent labor movement; and I
bave to thank hon. mewbers genernlly, and
the Government in particular, for their consent
to the ndjournment, beconse T feel the inclina-
tion was to get vid of the mntter that night,
and, if that inclination had been followed, I
feel convinged the motion of the hon. member
for East Perth wonld have received very short
shrift indeed. Iam very glad to he able to
say n few words on the subject, and to feel that
I may be followed hy other hon. members who
will lay such statements and facts before the
House as will convince ithose who do not take
such a keen intevest in the welfare of the
toilers and workers, that there really is some
good foundation for the ngitation that is now
proceeding thronghout all parts of the world.
T may say atonce that T am not one of the
leaderr in this cause, but I mnst acknowledge
that I am a very willing helper of the labor
party and workors of this country. That party
is one for which T have the kecnest sympathy
and regard, and I am only too anxious to assist
in any way likely to have the effect of hatter-
ing their condition. What is more, Sir, T i
with those who will sirvive to secure the time
when the inasses and the classes are not
divided at all- when, in fact, any division

. between them is only like the imaginary line

dividing one district from another. It ie only
possible to arrive ata proper understanding
on this gquestion, by hearing what the people
have to suy, ind then, having listened to their
ense, hon, members can ba in a position to
cnlmly consider the request of a large
section of people, who forw part and parcel of
the great community we are trying to build up
in this new country. I say new country, Sir,
because it cap only be said to have hegun to
breathe, to have any veal life at all, very
recently. T am sore the older members of the
community will exeuse the term, but there was
anew country born here in 1880 or 1890, and it
is with the altered conditions of a new country
that we have to deal. The labor problem is
one that will have to be faced sooner or later
here, and in just the same way as it is
being fuced to-day in other purts of the world.
So far as we are concerned. I believe it is hetter



Minimum Wage.

[7 Ocrorer, 1895.]

Minimum TWage, 1231

that we should face this question uow, when ' ipstaunce, we might shorten the hours of

everything is guiet, and we should antici-
pale the requests of the various organisations
wore immediately affected. 1f this is done,
it will be another matter upon which we can
congrakalate the Government for its efforts in
the direction of progressive legislation, for
the Acts they have brought into being this
seasion alone are the Employers Liahility Act,
the Crown Suits Bill, the Acts for the pro-
tection of the working miner, and many
others, That iz a very great deal from whut
I might fairly term a Conservative Govern-
ment, and it only wants o little more thought
on the part of the Government and of hon.
wembers to muke them feel obliged to aupport
measures for the mnelioration of the condition
of the workers and toilers, and o wmake them
feel they belong to us and one great family,
and that there is very little difference between
them and ourselves. [ think, Sir, the public
men of this col’ony should not hold aloof from
the different orgunisations, the existence of
which is nocessary to the mtisan and skilled
laborer. Tt is only by anssociation with them,
that we shall beable to understand and realise
their wants and aspirations. With regard o
the motion of the hon. member for East Perth,
in favor of o miniwum wage, I think it must
be left an open guestion whether a minimum
wuge isa good thing for those whose interests
we are anxious to serve. In fach, it might
have the very opposite object to that which
the hon. member seeks to effect, for the
minimum wage may become the highest wage
peid. We must recollect that the labor
classes are not always loyal to each other, and
we may find people taking the minimum wage
rather than see their families go hungry, and
in this way the minimum rate would be estab-
lished s the rnling rate. It is only to he
expected that employers of labor will secure
their labor with as little outlay as possible,
apd that they will embrace any chance of
getting their work done under the cheapest
conditions. It will only be when there is the
true feeling of humnnity throughout mankind
thut the high ideal of the hon, member for
Enast P'erth, which really amounts to & worldly
paradige, will be reached. However, the
motion is one in the right direction, and
the experiment is one that is perbaps
worth trying. Tostead, however, of striving
too much after a minimum rate of
wage, I think it is possible we wmight
do useful work in other directions. For

labor, improve and add to the means of recre-
ation, encourage co-operation, and, lastly,

' limit the honrs during which shops may be
I kept open, while we also endeavor to improve

the conditions under which the shop aasistants
have to labor.

Mz. CoorxworTHi: What about thoze at
home ?

Mkr.
home ?

Me. CoOEWORTHY : What about the work of
women in their homes?

Mzr. WOOD : Oh, that is another branch of
the subject, but I rather fancy the women at
home ean look after themselves. They say the
work of n woman is never done, but I do not
know how true thatis. 'I'he reforma 1 have
mentioned, are some of those, I, at any rvate
shnuld be glnd to see brought about. I am
quite in aecord with the efforts of the hon.
member for Bast Perth, and I am quite sure
those efforts are sincere. For this reason T
should like to see the subject fully discussed.
We all know that the hon member is a great
democerat, and I should like to see him given a
show this session. He has not had one yet in
matters of this nature. I am sure that the
educational tone of the views expressed will
do a great deal of good to hon, members, I
support this motien with & very great deal of
pleasure, because I think the principle laid
down in it, is worth trying. I do not think it
will be all the success sowe of its supporters
believe, but there can be no harm in giving
the idea a trial.

I'ae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : Sir,
we have laid down for ourselves in this House
as a rule, an axiom, and that ia that we should
not introduce or assist the introduction of a
Bill to provide legislation of any sort, unless
it is necessary. 'That isa rule I have nlways
tried to adopt with regard to the business of
the Government, for unless it was absolutely
necessary for public works or to perfecl legis
lation, I would never feel justified in asking
the House to give ite sanction to any measure.
That is my view with regard to the motion that
has been brought forward by the hon. mem-
ber for East Perth—that it is not necessary.
I say the object he seeks is not at all neces-
sary at the present time, although, of course,
it may arise by-and-bye. When it does arise.
U shall be very plensed to work with any
others in dealing with it. To my mind it may
prove mischievous to introduce legislation

WOQUL: What home? Where i
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that is not necessary, and T guite agree with
the suggestion that it will be possible for the
minimum wage to become the maximum, and
the whole of the efforts of the hon. member
might have the very opposite effect to that
intended. So far ns the Government are con-
cerned, and the carrying on of the public works
no cne can say there is any desire whatever
to give a very low rate of wage, and in no
departnent of the public service, including
those where the great Lodies of men are em-
ployed, can it be said that a fair wage is not
paid. T have never heard any complaint
whatever with regard to the wages paid in the
Government service. With vegard to Govern-
ment contracts also, [ believe the rate of wrue
is a3 high as that paidin any part of the col-
ony, excepling, of course, the wage paid to
underground mners, 1 have never heard
that the railway contractors pay their men a
low rate of wage, but, on the other hand, T have
been told that the contractors pay, not only a
fair wage, but at a very high rate. That heing
30, and the hon. member having heen unable
to show us, in his speech the other evening,
any pressing uecessity for the wotion he in-
troduced, I am not disposcd, myselt, to fall in
with the hon. member and votec for a resolu-
tion, the necessity for which, in the present
history of the colony, he has totally failed to
prove. The hon. member for East Perth took
occasion, during his very lengthy speech, to
refer to the Hon. the Attorney-General, and to
thesereferences I desire to luke the most de-
cided objection. He made what Iregard a
most improper observation with regard to the
Attorney-General of the colony. He said, in
cffect, that the Attorney-General belonged to
the Manchester Schaol, and that members of
this echool treated men, not as humean +eings,
butas mummies. Iwish to say here, Sir, that
there i8 not a more liberal.-minded man in
this colony than the Attorney-General, and a
gnod deal of the legiglation of a liberal char-
acter, passed during the past Ave years or so,
owes its introduction, in a large measure, to
the liberal views of that gentleman. Amongat

‘them, I mny mention the abolition of the
qualification for mewnbers of this House, the
giving of the franchise to everyone in the
colony, the Employers Liability Act, the Mines
Regulation Bill, and T could enumerate many
more if T nad time to do so. All of these
weasares are largely due to the liberal and
broad minded views of the Attorney-General,
and no man io this House, or the colony, has a
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greater rogavd for his fellow man, and a more
earnest desire to advance the intereats of the
workers, than that gentleman., T should like
to ask the hon. member for East Parth what
justifieation he had for the language which
heused. Tf he searches the whole political
career of the Attorney-General, from ita
beginning, he will find nothing whatever to
justify this language. Porsonully, 1 think
the language he made use of was hoth un-
justifinble and improper, and [ am very glad
of the opportunity of telling the hon. member
go. I'here is one thing T do object to in the
hon. member, and I have objected to it ever
since he eame into this House, and that is the
oracular way in which he deals with subjects
he introduces in this chamber. One would
always think, to listen to him, that the hon.
member was ope of the most travelled and
learncd men on the face of Lhe earth. We

, know, however, that the experience of the

hon. member ia very little imdeed. We all
know him, and consequently, if he could
manage to drop this most objectionable style,
any of his efforts in the direction of fresh
legislation would be far move appreciated.
The hon. member has nndoubtedly devoted
agood deal of time and energy to the study
of socialistic, works and the doctrines of the
socialistic party, but, though these may he
very good in their way, I can never under-
stand why he should ram these doctrines
down the throats of other hon. members.
in sens-n and out of season. [ do not
think it is necessary that we should
invite the bon. member to give us the
benefit of some of his nostruwms, until the
occasion for some cure arises. There is no
necessity for it at the present time—mnone
whatever. Until there is a necessity, I would
advise the hon. member not to commit himself
too deeply. It is time enough to commit
oneself when the necessity does arige, for he
may depend upon it, he will find his ideas on
many subjecty change, as time goes on, and he
will then be glad that he never committed
himself toe far. 1 am sure the policy of the
hon. member will lead him inte all sorts of
trouble as time goes on. I would also impress
upon the hon. member the fact that atl men
are judged in this world by tkeir actions, and
not by their worda, and if those peopls who
express n desive to benefit others would do n
little more, and tall o Little less, they would
possibly gain more for thetu. This is advice
I would especially give to the hon. member
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for East Perth. [t is time to do something

for the working wan when the necessily '

arises, and that tine has nut yet comwe in this
colony. It is because [ cannot see any neces-
sity for the resolution at the prescnt time
that I caunot vote on this question with
the hon. member. In fact, I belicve it will be
migchievous, or if it is not that, it will not do
any good.
for the long speech the hon. wember saw fit to
make the other evening. There will be time

engugh to fix w minimom wuge when it is .
found necessary to dose in the interests of the .

wonge-earners, but, at present, they are better
without it. I hope the time will never come
in this couniry, but it is not here now, when
we are in the midst of all our progress and
prosperity. There is not the slightest veason
for us o taik in the fouse to-night ahout

some vagune thing that may happen in the -
Let us deal, rather, with those

fur future.
practical questiona which are of pressing im-
portance, than with old-world problems or
those which are agitating the enstern ~olonies
because of the time of depression they have
suffered. We hoave not this depression, and
we have not the nevessity toimpese aminimum
wage which too many people, possibly, would
goon wake the mazimwam.

Me. SIMPSON: I am entirely in favor of
the resolution of the hon. member for Eust
Perth and which he hiws so fervently advoecated
in this House. At the same time, let e
advise the hon. member to pay very greut
attention to the delicious homily delivered by
the Premier, so thut he may benefit most fully
from the teaching it conveys. That bomily,
Sir, T must confess, did one almost as much
good us if he had been in church. T siucerely
hope the learned member will fully recognise
his extreme andacity in daring to bring before
this deliberate Assembly, u question which is
agitating all parts of the world to-day, which
is engaging the earnest attention of every
learned society, and which is of great moment
andofevery day discussion in suchcountries as
America, Epgland, France, and other parts of
Australia. I trust he will, by this time, have
recognised the audacity of submitting such a
resolution to this House—of submitting such a
tentative resolution for the opinion of the
members. The resolution merely requests
the Governwent to consider the advisability
of providing that, in all Government contracts
the persons employed shall be paid at a speci-
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T am foolish enough to ndmit thnt I have read
some of these works which the Premier refers
to as socinlistic. I do not know whether the
Premier himself aver troubles about such
matters. Tnfact, I have heard it stated that
he cares to read nothing but the mewspapers.
At the same time, I must confess that Tam not
convinced that the fixng of a minimum vate of
wage in Government contracts will be too good
a thing for the class whom the mover of this
resolution seeks to benefit. There may be a
greut deal in the saggestion of the hon. mum-
Eer for West Perth, that what ia fixed as the
miminum rute of wage may become the
maximum, and I must admit further that, so
fur 2s I can see, and 8o far as my own ideas on
the subject go, itis quite possihle this would
be the cuse. I support the motion becunse the
mere fact of its being brought forward and
being debated will set the memnbers of
this House, and the people of the coun-
try thinking, and poasibly endeavoring
to urrange sowe system that will pravent such
disasters as huave occurred in other countries,
making their appearance here. The Premier
says, “ Let us wait untll o difficulty ccours.”
I imagine the time is not very long ngo since
I heard the same gentlemsn advoeating guite
o different doctrine. I can recollect him say-
ing that it was in times of uiet and peuce, and
when everything waa prosperous nnd the Go-
vernment strong, these debatable mutters
should he settled, so that when great questions
and great lnbor problems ocewr, a sutisfactory
stute of the law will have already been reached.
That, some day or other, we shall be face to
fuce with these questions, evun in this country,
1 have no doubt whatever, and that the ques-
tion is of vast importamce will be granted,
as soon ne we realise that in that great
Empire to which we all belong, tens of
thousands of workmen are daily starving
because they cannot get work, Fur my-
self, I awm as sure, 8ir, as the sun rises, and
the getting of the sun follows ity rising, we will
have to consider the great labor problems at
some time or other, and the guestion is whether
we cannot take lessons frown the distressing
expervience of otherlands, and provide neasures
which will have the effect of ameliorating the
condition or preserving the prosperity of the
working people in this country. Instend of
blinking at the facts, it is our duty to recognise
that, so far as we are concerned, there is a
solemn duty in Leing our brother’s keeper. 1

fied minuimwn rate of wage by the contractor. | do nut think ruy one will dispute the fact Lhat
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in alllarge centres of employment, the hope of |

the sapitalist is to keep the workman down to
the lowest level, or that it is a fact, that it
rests with these same employers whether a
raan is to have means of subsistence or not.
No one would hesitate to say that while there
have undoubtedly been errors in the past,
the real effect, and effort, of the trades unions,
for the last forty yeurs, have been to better

Minimum Wage.

viously, and that the wetropolitan constitu-

' encies are generally supposed to represent the

most progressive thought on the very pro-
blem we are debating to-night. Any attcwpt
to dispaiage the hon. member for bringing
this question forward, will have very puor re-

* snlts. We do notwant to indulge in old and

establish the position of the wage enrner,

and that in consequence, the position of the
wage earnor is better than it was.
wage earner to-day and you will find him able

Take the -

to live better and earn more than used to be
possible, and the credit for all this most be

given to trades unions. It istoo often asserted

that the only objeet of the unions is to fight '

capital by means of strikes. As a matter of
fact, if you look back over the history of
trades unionism during the past forty years,
you will find that the real leaders of the move-

ment have been men who hbave been most °

strongly opposed to strikes. The strikes have
led the trades unions into many difficulties
and wany troubles, and the effects of a strike
always turn upon the men themselves. Of
course, capital has often been diminished, but,
within the last few yeoars, men, women, and
children have starved becuuse of their loyalty
to the unions, and becaunse they fonght for what
they knew fo he right, and the right they
fight foris that wen shonld not be brought
into the world, aud then be denied anything
beyond the barest means of existence. ‘The
Premier hag alluded to the liberal views held
by the Atrorney-General. Personally, I have
always held, and always thought, that the
Attorney Gener  was o man of liberal viaws.
My opinion on this point was confirmed five
or six years ago, when I heurd him in the
old Council speak for, and urge strongly the
granting of the boon of manhood suffrage.
That, like anything else, was only estublished

worn out platitudes, nor do we want to set up
the fact that finulity has been reached
in econowic science. When a man
attempts to treat economic science as one of
the cxact sciences, he always appears to me as
being in abont as difficult o position as the one
who indulges in theoclogical discussions.
Amarica, with its great idea of birthright that
all men are born free and equal, has not yet
given its workmen the eight hours system, and
while in the early days of the system, the
hours of recreation were possibly not used to
the most benefit, it caunot bhe said that
the state of society, physically, socially
or otherwise, is any the worse for
this boon baving been granted tfo the
worknien of Australia. 1do hope the Premier
will not consider it necessary to reject the
motion. Itis a resolution which ean hurdly
work any harm, while it will set people think-
ing and investigating what are the steps neces-
sary to prevent the occurrence here, of what
has been g0 hurtful elsewhere. ‘I'o my mind it

© is a question npon which the truth will txiumph

afterwards, because the public well demnanded .

it, and while [ agree with the Premier as to
the views of the Attorney-Goueral, I think
many of the liberal measures have beer due,
not so much to bis views, as to the force of
public opinion. I cannot se¢ any possible
harm in the resolution submitted by the hon.
member for East Ferth, and, as for waiting,
andtheremarks made by the Premier generally,
I hope he will not forget the fact that
that hon. member was elected to this
House by a larger majority than that
ever held by abyone in this country pre-

and if there is no truth in the contentions
raised here, we shall not be any the worse
for passing this resolution. Tt willdo »
good thiog, if it will only set people
thinking, and it is possible thot we shall be
able to evolve some legislation, so that, ub any
rate, it will not be said social disasters of the
future are due to a want of foresight. Ido
not think it is sufficient for us that matters
nre going on pleasantly to-duy, for we have the
acknowledged fact that abont 98 per cent. of
the British Empire are born in a condition of
hopelessness. Their hopeless career ia en-
graved or written in letters of brass, and there
is no hope beyond the mere means of sub-
sistence, and, perhaps, a little for their
covering.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS

© (Hon. A. R. Richurdson): Notwithstanding

that the hon. member for Geraldton urges the
Government to take the motion before the
House into consideration, I think it wounld be
a mistake for them to de so, because that
would imply in the minds of reasonable wen,
that the Government hud some idea of carry-
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ing the resolution into practical effect, while
we have no intention of doing so. And why
shonld we copeider the resolution when the
two hon. members who have spoken in Favor of
a minimuw wage have much doubt whether a
winimum wage would not, instead of amelior-
ating the condition of the working clusses,
have an opposite effect. The hon. member for
Geruldton is suve that it would have an
opposite effact, and yet he asks us to support
the resolution.

Mg. Smupson: I object to being misquoted
by the conscientions wember for the De Grey,
What T said was, that [ was not sure as te
whether & wnmimum wage would do all the
good that its udvocates expected, but that the
resolution was well worthy of consideration,

Tur COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A. R. Richardson) : Well, the hon. mem-
ber for Geraldton asks the House to pass this
resolution, although he is sceptical of its effi-
cacy even if it were put into operation, and the
hon. member for East Perth, in proposing it,
has approuched a very weighty problem—
one of the largest problems that is perplex-
ing the wisest minds in the civilised world
to-day. The hon. member quoted very
largely in his speech—in fact, I think his
speech was for the greater part mude up of
quotations—and [ do vot think it would be
difficult for anyone in o short time to produce
as many quotations of equal authority on
the other side of the question—quotations that
would ¢cowpletely disprove the arguments of
the hon. mewber as to the supposed benefits
of estublishing a minimum wage. Everyone
who studies the question knows thot there ure
great thinkers who ure entirely opposed to this
principle of making all men of one vocation
equal, und paying them all alike, ulthough we
would all wish to see n rate of wuges fixed
that would enable every man to live in health
and comfort, and waintain his family, but the
question arises—*Is the adoption of a mini-
mum wage & practicable way of attaining this
object ¥
legislation $o fix a universal minimum wage for
those who are just as much toilers as those
who work on Government contracta? Will
the hon. member sketch out any scheme of
legislation that will regulate the price of wheat
in order that the cultivator who works—not
eight, but of ten or twelve hours per day—may
nol get less than a minimam wage for his

labor, when that labor takes the form of wheat, |

In other words, is it possible for
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will he (Mr. Jawes) tell us how the wool or
fruit.grower, or the producer of any other
commodity, is to be protected against having
to sell that produce Lelow u certain price in
the markets of the world, that will give him a
fair veturn. It is said competition is cruel,
but I do not see how we are going te
escupe it. You c¢an fix a minimum rate
of wages, and say that cabine$ - maker,
for example, shall receive s0 much per day
for his work, but supposing, when the
furniture comes to be sold, it does not realise
80 much as the man’s wages, who ie to make
up the differenee ? Or, supposing one country
or cne employer shall fix & minimum rate of
wages, and there is cowpetition on the part of
a country or an employer paying o lower rate
of wuges, the result would he that the former
would be knocked out of the market, and, in-
steud of paying higher wages, or & minimum
rate of wages, further production wonld
cease, and there would Le no work aad no
And, even supposing that a
uniform minimnm rate of wages was paid all
over the world, the intrinsic value of manu-
factures or produce would pot be enbanced,
The only effect would be that prices would be
ruised all round, the wage earner wight, in
some cases, be better paid, but the cost of
living would be greater, and he would be no
better off in the end, but would be simply tra-
v lling in u circle, so to speak. Then, again
this resolution loses sight of the inherent sel-
fishness of human nature, which cannot be
controlled by legislation, and, as some of the
greatest philosophera of the day have pro.
nounced, if you try to interfere by legislation
with whut are ealled patural laws, the result
iz total failure. ‘I'he fact that, as the hon,
mewmber for Geraldton has told us, the wealth
of the world is not equally distributed, is un-
disputed ; but, in my opinion, that argument
only touches the fringe of the question, I
all the wealth of the world was eqgually
divided, you would still find that some men
wonld wpot get all that they could wish,
and you would have to legislate in such a way
as to make labor twice as productive us it is
before you could ivcrease the wealth of the
general community. The day is very far off
when the value of every man’s skill, strength,
and knowledge can be made equal by Act of
Parliament, and some of the wisest men are
agreed that even if this could be done, it would
not be a good thing for the progress of the

which is to be sold in the open wmarket. Or : world, for, directly you reduce all men to one
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commeon level, you put an end to the indi-
vidual efforts, to the motives,men have to excel
cach other and {o get ahead in the race of life.
It would make men sluggards to destroy their
hope by apecial reward for specinl excellence
and indnstry, and the loss to the community
of such a state of things would he far greater
than the gain. It iaquite absurd to eny that,
at the present sfate of Western Australia, it is
necessnry to establish a minimum wage, for, in
this colony, every man who is willing to work
con live very fairly by his labor, and as the
resolution i8 not now warranted by our cir-
cumstanees, I do not think that the Guvern-
ment ought to accept it.

haps unuvoidable, that in the remarks I made
in introducing the resolution the other even-
ing, the Premier gkould have perceived an
oracular tone, but the hon. gentlewan, by
pessing over an order of the day, thus causing
one to bring on the mofiom at a late hour,
wished to burk discussion upon it, and T was
determined that he should not do s0. 7 could
say some unkind things of the Premier, but,
comning to the merits of the question, I will
quote Kingsley's opinion of the Manchester
School to which I admit some good men have
belonged. Kingsley says, ©“ Of all the narrow,
consistent, hypocritical, anarchic, atheistic
schewes of the universe, the Coden, and
Bright, one is exactly the worst.” I kaow, of
course, that Kingsley was a fool, and that the
only people whose opinions are worth listening
to, are thuse who treat men like monkeys, with
the difference that you have to look after, and
feed a monkey if it is to be kept alive, but it
does not matter about a man—if he starves or
dies of ill-treatment you can buy another one,
I should not use words so strong as Kiogsley's
in bringing forward this motion, nor words so
strong s those I wight have need about the
Manchester School to which Cobden aad
Bright, the Attorney-General, and Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands belong ; and I may say
that, when in the course of my efforts to do my
duty to the publie, the Premier finds it neces-
sary to give me counsel—which I amat all
times glad to receive—I should he better
pleased to receive it, if it were given
in & more kindly tone, and less in the
form of & homily. As to what has
been said as to the alleged danger that if
a minimum wage is established, the minimum
wage is likely to become ithe maxiinum wage.
1 do not think that that is o furcible argument,
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becanse, we know that the employer will
always try to get labor at the cheapest possible
price, and if there is no vestriction ns to the
amount of that wage it is likely to fall lower
than it would on the cxecution of Government
contracts, if we were to sey that it should not
full below a certain sum, T cannot follow the
argument of the Premier—who does notbelony
to the Manchester or any other school of
economics—when he says that the question of
a minimum wage might be suitably discussed
ot sowe future time, say in ten or twenty
years. I think that is o very weuak position, for
surely the Prewijer will agree with me that

- things will be in 0 very bud state when men
Mr, JAMES : I regret,although it was per-

are receiving less for their labor than they
can subsist upon, and I submit that we should
not wait until the emergency arizes, until steps
are taken to adopt u Leneficent mensure which
would prevent an evil which is very insidious
to ita growth obisining root. The example of
Victorin should be a warning to us in this
respect. In the days of the proaperity of
Melbourne, a proposal to establish a minimum
wage would have been scouted as quite need-
less, heeause of the rood times thut werebeing
enjoyed, and which enabled thc working
classes to be fairly paid, Dbut a time
of depression came when the safe-
guwrd to which I refer was wmuch
needed. And who will say that, in connection
with our Goveroment concracts,there have not
heen instonces where men have received less
than w subsistent wage, instances in which,
owing Lo subletting, men huve been paid rates
which T am sure the Director of Public Works
would never have consented to, hud the fact
been brought under his notice. I say that
this practice will grow up unless it is checked,
and there cannot by a more opportune time
than the present to take w precautionnry step
by peeging this wotion, When it was proposed
in England to legislate for reducing the bours
of labor, and in other respects ameliorating
the condition of the working classes, exactly
the same arguments were used by the op-
ponents of those measures as have been
advanced by the Commissioner of Crown Lands.
And authorities were quoted to show that such
terms would prove to be unworkable, but
experience has proved that under those laws
British commerce has grown in o marvetlous
manner, and the British artisan is now
better paid, and has more comfortable condi-
tionaof life than he ever enjoyed before. 1 only
ask the Gnverament to copsider, in the light of
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the experience of the sister colonies, whether ]
unything can be done to give the working
classes a fair day’s pay for a fuir duy’s work. |
I do not see that there is any obstacle to the |
principle being carvied out in connection with !
Government coatracts, nor can there he o |
wore favorable time than the present for
providiug that this rule shall be carried out.
The representatives of the people in this
House huve the right to say on behulf
of the people who are the employers
when public works aro being exeented, what
shall be the lowest rate of wages paid for
these works, and we have a right to say
that the wen shall not be employed at u
less rate of pay than they can subsisu upon.
I am sure that it is not too much fo ask that
the Governmoent shull set an example in this
direction.
Motion put and negatived.

ADJOURNMENT.,
The House adjonrned at 9.45 o'clock, pan.

Eegislutive @ouncl,
Tuesday, 8th October, 1805.

Width of Tyres Bill: first reading—~Production of
Vegetables—Collie  Coalfields Hailway il :
Jirst veading— Donnybrook-Lividyetorwn Reilway
Ll - first reading—Goldfields il - first read-
ing — Electoval Bill: first reading — Public
Health Act Amendneat Bill: first reading—
Explosives Bill: first veading—Building Act
Amendment Bill: second reuding; cBinmitlee;
thind  reading—Constitution Act  Amendment
Bl : Meworial to the Secretavy for State—
Adjournment.

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shenton)
took the Chair at 4.30 o’clock, p.m.

WIDTH OF TYRES BILL.

This Bill was introduced and was read =

first time. .
PRODUCTION OF VEGETABLES.

The Hown. E. McLARTY moved :—* That
in the vpinion of this House, it is desirable
that the Governwment should inguire as to
the best steps to take to encourage the pro-

[8 Ocromrs, 1895.)

duction and preservation of vegetables.” He

Froduciion of Vegetables. 1257
gaid: In moving this resolution, I may say
that. unfortunately, the rules of the House
prevent me from going as far as I had wished
to, otherwise I shouid have framed the reso-
lution in favor of a substantial bonas being
given to any establishment which might
produce 25 or 30 tons of preserved vegetubles
in any one year. Mon. members are
aware that we are Dpow: Iimporting
large quantities of preserved vegotables.
Last year, I believe, thu value of our imports
in this direction amounted to between £8,000
and £0,000, and next year the amount will,
probubly, be larger. This fact I vegret. I
speak with some pructical knowledge, when I
suy that we can preduce, at certain seusons of
the year, at oll events, any guantity of vege-
tables, and T should like to see some en-
courngensent given for vheir growth, so thut
we may supply our goldfields sud our northern
parts without resort to importation. At DMan.
durab, one of the preserving establishments
bas already gone into the business, and it is
turning out an article quite equal to anything
which is being imported, and all that is now
required is that there shall be a supply of
vegetables to enable us to produce all $he pre-
serves we require. I think a bonus should be
given to enable the establiskments I rvefer to,
to offer u sufficient price for vegetables to in-
duce people to grow them.[f thut were done, it
would, in bime,save the colony the large ainount
which is being annually sent away for pre-
scrved vegetables, and it wonld, instead, be
digtributed among our own settlers. OUnly
this week I have noticed how much land is
Leing taken up ; but ou a comsiderable portion
of it, people are planting fruit trees, These
will take four or five yenrs to mature, wund if,
in the meantime, some inducement could be
offered to them to grow vegetubles between
the rown of trees, they would be much bene-
fited. Vegetables will grow luxuriantly, and
a return can be got in a few weeks from them.
At present, the prices which the factories can
offer are so low that there is no inducement to
people to grow them, but if we can only give
the industry a start, 1 am sure it will do mech
goud in the Future.  This may seein o small
matter, but it will help the settlers. I drnot
think I need say more, except that I hope this
motion will be uccepted by the House.

Question put and passed.

Ordered that the resolution be transmitted
to the Legislative Assembly, and their con-
currence desired.



